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Edward Alexander. 


A Memoir of Edward Alexander, with Ex- 
tracts from his Diary. 


(Continued from page 42.) 


First month, 1836.—He writes :—* This 
year has opened to us in a remarkable man- 
ner. In unmerited mercy, there has been a 
gentle proving, causing us again to feel that it 
is on things above that our minds should be 
fixed, and not on things upon the earth. Un- 
worthy and unprofitable as we truly are, yet 
have we cause to adopt the language, ‘ Surely, | 
goodness and mercy have followed us all the 
days of our lives.’ Withdraw not Thy grace 
from us ; lead us into the depths of humility ; 
enable us to sanctify Thee, the Lord of Hosts, 
and be graciously pleased to condescend io be 
‘our fear and our dread.’ Stablish our hearts 
in Thy truth ; and we beseech Thee, to draw 
the bond of our union with Thee closer and | 





great waters—then we cry unto Thee, we 
feelingly know that we are nothing, that Thou 
art our Saviour and Deliverer. When Thou 
bringest our souls up out of our distresses, 
then we praise Thee for Thy goodness, and 
for Thy wonderful works toward us. 

“ Strengthen me, Thy unworthy and un- 
profitable servant, to do Thy will, oh my 
God ; and ‘let not Thy hand spare, nor Thine 
eye pity,’ till all within me is brought into 
perfect obedience and resignation, for Christ’s 
sake. Amen.” 

In the First month, 1836, he obtained a cer- 
tificate from his Monthly Meeting, liberating 
him for general service in this nation ; and on 
the 15th of Second month, he accordingly left 
home for Dublin, from whence he writes, Se- 
cond month 22d :—* Through continued mer- 
cy | am helped, and kindly cared for. This 
morning there was a youth’s meeting held 
here, and afierward a sitting of the Yearly 
Meetings’ Committee ; and have thankfully to 
acknowledge that best help has been ex- 
tended.” 

26th. —* Through holy help, I get forward 
agreeably ; have paid several visits, and | con- 
tinue to feel in my right place: there are seve- 
ral of the description to which I felt my mind 
drawn. Although gracious help is thus, in| 
unmerited mercy, vouchsafed, and assurance 


closer, through Jesus Christ our Lord. That,| still continued of protection in every way, yet 
‘as the eye of the servant is toward the mas-|| am at times very weak in faith, tried and | 
ter, and the eye of the maiden toward her mis- | proved in baptisms, which are indeed neces- 
tress,’ so let our eyes be toward Thee, oh | sary, but from which poor nature would shrink. | 
Thou who art everlastingly worthy of all glo- Oh, how little is known of these things, even | 
ry, honour, and praise.” | by high professors! Ido not think my stay 
(Without date.)—* Oh! the depths through | in Dublin will be much longer ; but I desire to | 
which the Lord’s ministers have to pass!) be at the Master’s disposal, and also, | hum- | 
Surely, life itself, the natural life, would give | bly trust, to shut out my own will as much as | 
way in the conflicts which are, at times, per- | possible ; but this is hard to be done.” 
mitted to attend them, only that the everlast-| On the 24th of Third month, he again left | 
ing arms of God’s salvation are underneath. | home (under the same certificate), to attend | 
But the.deeper their trials and sufferings—the | the Quarterly Meeting in Mountmellick ; also 
more they are plunged as into the very depths | the Monthly Meeting there. He attended his 
of death—yea, if they feel at seasons as though | Quarterly and Yearly Meetings, and continu- 
they were left in the hands of their souls’ ene- | ed at home until the Sixth month, in the course 
mies—it is even through the bitterness and|of which he attended the youth’s meeting in 
pangs of these fiery trials that they are pre-| Cahir, and held a public meeting there, same 


pared to go forth in demonstration of the Spi- 
rit and power. Their experience is, that none 
could ever deliver them from those soul-search- 
ing baptisms but the great God of heaven and 
earth, through and by the power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is with them alway, even 
unto the end. Qh, that my soul may be 
strengthened and enabled to partake, as oft as 
my Lord pleaseth, of His own most glorious 
but bitter cup. Oh Lord Jesus Christ, increase 
my faith in Thy marvellous power ; Thou 
showest Thy wonders in the deep: when we 
go down to the sea of conflict in our frail ves- 
sels—when in them we are doing business in 


with 





evening, the first of which was considered a 
remarkable meeting. 

Soon after the summer Quarterly Meeting 
he left home for Cork. He was under much 
depression of mind ; but, believing it his duty 
to go, felt resigned, and on the 24th of Seventh 
month he writes :—“ I feel in my right place, 
and was favoured in meeting this morning in 
pleading the Master’s cause. I think it likely 
[ shall have a public meeting here this even- 
ing. It matters little how we are employed, 
if the Master put forth and goes before.” 

“*27th.—As | told thee before | left home, 
{ did not think | should be detained long here ; 


so it has proved: and I think I feel thankful 
in the prospect of seeing thee on Sixth-day. I 
can truly say, no outward object has impro- 
perly drawn my attention toward home, nor 
from the duty of the day. I was, 1 think, 
quite resigned to go forward, if it were requir- 
ed of me ; but it did not appear right; and I 
can, through mercy, look toward home peace- 
fully. Short as my stay here has been, | have 
again been instructed, and my suffering has 
been quite equal to the day, being again and 
again baptized for the dead, and brought very 
low in mind.” 

At meeting in Cork, on Fifth-day, he was 
led to speak in an impressive manner to parents 
and those who had the care of young persons, 
on the duty of bringing them up in plainness, 
and in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 

Next day, the 29th, he returned home, and 
expressed his feeling of peace in the retro- 
spect, 

The following First-day he was engaged in 
our forenoon meeting (being the last time he 
ever appeared in public testimony), in a very 
weighty and remarkable manner, beginning 
with these words, “* Who shall appear before 
this Holy Lord God Almighty ?” and enlarged 
thereon in a way sufficient to excite inquiry in 
the most careless heart present.. 

On the following Sixth-day he was attacked 
with pleurisy and inflammation of his lungs, 
which, though at first very violent, soon yield- 
ed to the means used; and he so far recovered 
as to be able, in about two weeks, to take a 
walk, and once got to meeting; on returning 
from which, he told his wife that it had been 
a very remarkable one to him, and a time of 
renewal of covenant; that he now trusted he 
had been enabled to make a full surrender of 
all into (the Lord’s) holy hand; and, should 
he again be called from home in the Master’s 
cause, he believed he could say, without fur- 
ther compromise, “ Here am |, Lord; send 
me.” 

Although he had pretty much got over the 
first complaint, yet a pain continued in his left 
side, which excited the uneasiness of his fami- 
ly. Various means, some of them extremely 
painful, were resorted to, in the hope of re- 
moving it. After much suffering, it was found 
that an abscess had formed. It was lanced, and 
his family and friends fondly indulged the be- 
lief that he would soon be restored to his usual 
health. From himself the termination seemed 
remarkably hidden; and, although he fre- 
quently alluded to what might be the possible 
event of his illness, yet he did not appear to 
have any clear view that such it would be. 
About eleven days before his close, it appeared 
that the abscess had communicated with his 
lungs; from which period he sunk rapidly, 
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and was unable at times to take much nour- 


ishment, from the extreme internal soreness. | 


Further particulars of his last illness are 
contained in the testimony issued by his 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, which will 
be found at the commencement of the book. 
The following letter was written at an early 
period of it, when his recovery was antici- 
pated :— 





To = 
Limerick, 20th of Eighth mo., 1836. 


I desire to profit by this dispensation, 
in which I have had again to behold my own 
weakness, it being so permitted during my 
illness, and still continues to be the case, that 
Divine support seemed almost wholly with- 
drawn—it is of His mercies | am not consum- 
ed. Oh, whilst for His own wise purpose He 
sees meet to hide Himself, and cause me to 
walk in darkness, if | could trust in and stay 
myself upon His name, I would count it indeed 
a favour. I have had some glances at ser- 
vices which may yet be required of me; how- 
ever, this must be left for the present, whilst | 
desire for resignation to the will of the Master. 

It is an awful period. Oh, my beloved! let 
us endeavour to dwell low—in the lowest part 
of the valley of humiliation. We know in 
part—we know nothing as we ought to know. 
What, then, have we to boast of? If we know 
anything, let it be ‘Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.” Qh, for an increasing acquaint- 
ance with His Holy Spirit,—with its leadings, 
teachings, and guidings,—which is to be found 
not in our wisdom. 





An extract from his last letter concludes 
this small selection. Thus far he had written, 
when a friend coming in, he remarked, “1 
have been endeavouring to address a brother 
in bonds.” He never after seemed equal to 
resume the pen. 


To : 

Limerick, Ninth mo, 23rd, 1836, 
My beloved Friend,—l have been hearing 
of thy engagement at , and am satisfied 
it has been in the ordering of that wisdom 
which directs and qualifies the humble, self. 
denying follower of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
fight the fight of faith. Thou hast many un- 
expected deliverances, from various trials, 
temptations, and besetments, to encourage 
thee to persevere, and to follow thy Lord and 

Master to Calvary, as often as He pleases. 
The Master will help thee, no doubt, espe- 
cially when, at His command, thou contendest 
before the mountains of opposition, and lettest 
the hills hear thy voice: “TI will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.” What abundant en- 
couragement is in this, my beloved brother in 
the Truth. I am trying to write this letter 
under much difficulty. See how itis with ns: 
one tried in one way, and another in another. 


I have, during this illness, passed through the 
deeps. 








(Conclusion next week.) 
—S 
Never speak, but when you have something 


to say—** Wherefore shouldest thou run see- 
ing thou hast no tidings?” 








From the British Quarterly Review. 


Volcanoes and Earthquakes, 
(Concluded from page 43.) 


One of the most dreadful earthquakes on 
record is that which, on the Ist of November, 
1755, destroyed the greater part of the city of 
Lisbon. The only warning the inhabitants 
received was a noise like subterranean thun- 
der. When the event took place they were 
assembled in the churches, Six minutes suf- 


\ficed to destroy sixty thousand persons. 


On this occasion there appeared to be a great 
recession of the sea, and of the water of the 
Tagus in connexion with it; vessels in the 


river having suddenly found themselves 
aground, Probably the general impression 


was incorrect, and the effects were rather due 
to an upheaval of the bed of the river. Shortly 
after, the great wave swept in, having in this 
instance an elevation of fifty feet. ‘To com- 
plete the work already begun, numbers per- 
ished also, by the subsidence of a quay on 
which they had assembled for security. This 
quay, which had recently been built, vanished 
below the waters, and nothing was afterwards 
seen of it or its freight. Numerous small 
vessels and boats sank at the same time, but, 
it is said, no fragments of the wrecks appear- 
ed again at the surface, 

The earthquake of Lisbon was felt over an 
area of 700,000 square miles, or a twelfth 
part of the circumference of the globe. The 
West Indian isles on one side were affected by 
it; the lakes of Scotland, Norway, and Swe- 
den, on the other. ‘To the south it extended 
at least as far as the island of Madeira, and 
eastward, it was felt in ltaly. 

A series of convulsions in Calabria, which 
lasted nearly four years, began in 1783, with 
an earthquake which is only equalled by that 
of Lisbon. It did not extend, like the latter, 
over a great extent of country, but the effects 
it produced within its limited sphere were even 
greater. It lasted only two minutes, during 
which brief space it destroyed all the towns 
and villages within a circuit of twenty-two 
miles. Messina, also, was much injured by 
the shock, 

The peninsula of Calabria Ultra, where the 
earthquake occurred, forms the southern ex- 
tremity of Italy, is about sixty miles in length, 
and has a mean breadth of about twenty miles, 
Through the centre of the peninsula runs a 
chain of granite mountains, which is separated 
from the sea on its western side by a plain of 
recent strata, composed of very yielding ma- 
terial. The effect of the earthquake was to 
disconnect, throughout almost the whole 
length of this chain, the new with the ancient 
rock leaving a chasm between them, One 
half of the peninsula, therefore, actually slid 
in the direction of the sea. From this fact 
alone it may be inferred what the havoc must 
have been. The geologist Dolomieu, who 
visited the district shortly afier the event, 
says :— 

** When I first passed over to Calabria, and 
first beheld Polistena, the scene of horror al- 
most deprived me of my faculties ; my mind 
was filled with mingled compassion and terror ; 
nothing had escaped ; all was levelled with the 





dust; not a single house or piece of wall re. 
mained ; on all sides were heaps of stones so 
destitute of form, that they gave no conception 
of there ever having been a town on the spot. 
The stench of the dead bodies still rose from 
the ruins, I conversed with many persons 
who had been buried for three, four, and even 
for five days.” 

It is stated by the Abbé Spallanzani, who 
visited Messina about five years after the cat. 
astrophe of 1783, that, dividing that city into 
four parts, two parts were levelled to the 
ground on that occasion, the third was half 
laid in ruins, and the fourth was greatly dam- 
aged. He observes that at the time of his 
visit, more than one half the city had been 
rebuilt, so that the people had left the tempo- 
rary sheds in which they had been compelled 
to take refuge. 

Earthquakes are sometimes accompanied 
by eruptive phenomena, but the matter ejected 
is generally superficial, Mud, sand, and 
stones, accompanied by vapour, smoke, fetid 
gases, and sometimes flame, are emitted from 
the crevices in the earth, which frequently 
close immediately afterwards, without leaving 
a trace of their existence, During an earth- 
quake at the beginning of the last century, so 
much earthy matter (mixed with steam) rush- 
ed out from chasms near the town of Aquila, 
(at the northern extremity of the kingdom of 
Naples,) as to render the fields in the neigh- 
bourhood unfit for cultivation for many years. 
Water also ascended from the same crevices 
to a great height. During the earthquake 
which destroyed Riobamba, in South America, 
a muddy mass containing charcoal, crystal of 
augite, and scales of infusoria, issued from a 
chasm. On another occasion, numerous hil- 
locks resembling mud-volcanoes were thrown 
up, but sank again, leaving pools of water in 
their places. 

Earthquakes are more powerful agents than 
volcanoes in modifying the surface of the 
earth. Large areas of land are raised to 
greater elevations or subside. Chasms are 
opened which are afierwards widened by rivers 
into large valleys. River-courses are filled 
up and lakes are formed. During the earth- 
quake of Concepcion, the island of Santa Ma- 
ria, seven miles long, and two miles wide, was 
raised eight or ten feet; and Mr. Darwin 
states it to be almost a certainty that it has 
risen four fathoms since the convulsion of 
1751. In Cutch, a mound, fifty miles in 
length and several miles in width, was raised 
by an earthquake to a height in some places 
of ten feet. The mole of the harbour of Mes- 
sina, which extended more than a mile in 
length, was entirely swallowed up in 1783, so 
that no vestige remained to point out where it 
once was. 

It appears that in the last 148 years fifteen 
great earthquakes have convulsed the western 
shores of South America, and in no case did 
they occur without the partial or entire de- 
struction of at least one town. The average 
interval has been about ten years. Few earth- 
quakes are recorded as having occurred in 
Africa, partly, perhaps, because that continent 
is yet but little known to Europeans, The 
great earthquake of Lisbon extended over the 
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northern part of the African continent, and it 14, gives an account of an attack on the ship| has no key. He has, however, a master key 


is stated that a village, eight leagues distant “ Pocahontas,” of ‘Tisbury, by a sperm whale, 
from Morocco, was destroyed, with its inhabi-, Two boats started in pursuit of the whale, and 
tants ; eight or ten thousand persons having one of them had been fast to her about twenty 
perished on the occasion. | minutes, and had hauled in the line. In an- 


Those who have had actual experience of other attempt to lance the whale, she turned 
earthquakes describe their sensations as being upon the boat, and literally smashed it to 


such as are yiven by no other events. Mr.' 
Darwin remarks—* A bad earthquake at once 
destroys the oldest associations: the world, 


the very emblem of all that is solid, has moved for the whale, which still continued round the 
beneath our feet, like a crust over a fluid; one fragments of the boat, and when about two 
second of time has conveyed to the mind a, 
strange idea of insecurity, which hours of re-| 


flection would never have created,” 

Basil Hall* tells an amusing anecdote, 
which shows the sensibility of the Chilians| 
with respect to the slightest premonitory symp- | 
toms of these catastrophes. He relates, that) 
while passing the evening with a family re- 
siding at Valparaiso, and when the different 
members of the family were busily engaged, 
as Is Customary on such occasions—suddenly, 
“without any apparent cause, the whole party 
jumped up, and flew in the most frantic man- 
ner out of the house, screaming out Misericor- 
dia! Misericordia !—beating their breasts at 
the same time, and looking terrified beyond | 
description.” On reaching the street, it ap- 





peared that every one else, as if by the same 
impulse, had acted in a similar manner. The 
street was filled from end to end with persons, 
(some of them only half dressed,) in the same 
state of alarm and confusion. After standing 
in the street about a minute, every one entered 


his house, and the hubbub ceased as soon as 
it began. 


atoms ; yet the crew were uninjured, having 
been picked up by the other boat. 
crews had got aboard the ship, the vessel run 


boat’s length off, the whale turned and struck 


the vessel’s bow with such force as to start 
one or two planks, and break one or two tim- 
bers on the starboard side of the bow at the 
water’s line, causing the vessel to leak at the 


rate of 250 strokes per hour. This is believed 


to be the second instance of an attack ona 


vessel by a whale. The other was the ship 
“ Essex,” in the Pacific, which was lost. 





Post-Office and Omnibus Regulations of Paris, 


To show the readers how far our large cities 
are behind Paris in the accuracy and conve- 
nience of post-office regulations, as well as in 
the mode of conducting omnibuses, we quote 
the Paris correspondent of the New York Tri- 
bune : 

“Let me briefly state how the city postal 
service is managed here. ‘There are six deli- 


veries a day. One early in the morning, of 


letters deposited during the night ; the second 
of those accumulated from seven to nine, and 
so on at regular intervals till nine o’clock at 


After the 


How slight the shock which produced this|night. ‘The price is three sous from any one 
strange scene was, may be known by the fact|part of Paris to another: postage may be 
that, until informed to the contrary, Basil Hall| pre-paid or not. Besides the great distribu- 
believed that he was witnessing a religious /ting-office, there are twelve sub-bureaux—one 
ceremony ; and, with the view, doubtless, of|in each ward,—at any one of which you may 
complying externally with the customs of the| frank for any part of the world. There are 
country, did not fail (he informs us) to add|also-about three hundred letter-boxes in the 
his voice to those of his friends, in invoking| various quarters of the city, at the tobacco- 
Misericordia. shops, grocers, druggists, &c. I once dropped 

The sensibility of the inhabitants of Lisbon|a communication into a longitudinal slit in the 
to slight noises is to this day a joke against|side of a cigar store, and the next time | saw 





them, 

The number of earthquakes which occur in 
the course of a year is not known. In some 
places slight shocks are almost of daily occur- 
rence. Slight shocks are felt occasionally in 
England, and, with comparative frequency, in 
parts of Scotland. 

Sometimes an earthquake is perceived at the 
bottom of a mine, when it is not perceptible on | 
the surface. This is said to have been the| 
case in England at the time of the earthquake | 
of Lisbon. Sometimes the converse holds 
good. Fourteen earthquakes, in different parts | 
of the world, are said to have occurred in| 
1827. Unless parts of Africa are an excep- 
tion, there is, probably, no part of the globe 


which has not experienced an earthquake in a 
slight degree. 





* Travels in South America, 


el 


Rencontre with a Whale.—<A \etter to the 
New York Express, dated Rio Janeiro, Feb. 


it it was published in full in the New York 
Tribune. At each of these three hundred 
boxes is an indicator, which tells you exactly 
what you may expect will happen to your let- 
ter. It reads thus: ‘ Letters for Paris, thrown 
into the box now, will be distributed between 
1 1-2 and 3 1-2: letters for-the departments 
and foreign countries will leave by the evening 
mails.’ There is an aperture in this indicator, 
and behind it a revolving dial, which is turned 
on as the day advances, and brings succes- 


sively to the aperture the different hours of 


delivery. Perhaps you may say that the pri- 
vate distribution in New York, in some mea- 
sure, compensates for the inactivity of the 
official deliveries. 1 can’t agree with you. | 
remember dropping a letter in a box in Amity 
street, belonging to a Mr. Aaron Swartwout, 
or some such name, and it was three days 
getting to its destination. 

“ The method of collecting the letters from 
the various boxes is singular from its detail. 
The collector starts upon his rounds with an 
immense bag, tight-locked, and to which he 


to all the boxes on his route. On opening the 
first, he finds inside of it, attached by a strong 
cord, the key necessary to open his bag. 
Having deposited his letters therein, relocked 
it, and returned the key, the next thing is to 
take the proper means to prove that he has 
visited this particular box, and not forgotten 
or neglected it. ‘To do this, he takes from the 
bottom of the box, just relieved of its corres- 
pondence, a stamp and a sheet of red paper. 
The stamp bears the number of the box, 163, 
for instance, and with the red paper he takes 
an impression of the number on his way-book. 
This done, he locks the box, and goes on his 
way. The doctrine in France is to trust no 
one, If it is impossible to watch an employé, 
some machinery is invented which does it full 
as well. ‘Thus the letter collector is forced, 
by this ingenious system, to be both honest 
and exact in the performance of his duty. 
Should a desire seize him to enter some con- 
venient wine shop, and there, behind a screen 
or partition, to appropriate some inviting-look- 
ing or seductive-feeling missive, he is recalled 
to a sense of honour by the reflection that he 
has no key. And he can’t get a key till he is 
in full view, and generally surrounded by a 
curious crowd. Again, should he be anxious 
to get through with his beat, and should he 
in consequence omit box No, 235, the absence 
of the corresponding stamp upon his way-book 
will infallibly expose his attempt to shirk his 
duty. Every city letter bears upon its face, 
in one single stamp, the date, the price, the 
number of the distribution, whether the second, 
third, or fourth, during the day, and the hour 
at which it was delivered. Formerly, letters 
were also stamped with the number of the box 
or bureau at which they were deposited. These 
indications were found useful in cases of cir- 


cumstantial evidence, where the simple fact of 
the hour and street in which a letter had been 
put into the office, being known, might lead to 


further developments, and even to ultimate 


certainty.” 


For ** The Friend.” 
The African Slave Trade. 


From accounts that have been received from 


different sources, there seems reason to believe 


that the following views expressed by the 
British statesman are correct, and that the 


Brazilian Government is really determined 


upon the suppression of the Slave Trade as 
heretofore carried on under its flag. It is to 
be hoped, that our own Government will take 
measures at the next session of Congress, to 
prevent vessels sailing under the flag of the 
United States, from being any longer employed 
in aiding and perfecting this nefarious traffic. 


In a recent debate in the British Parliament 
upon the Civil Service Estimates, Lord Palm- 
erston said : 

“We had laboured under a great miscon- 
ception in supposing that the Brazilian nation, 
as a nation, were clinging to this trade, The 
case was, that a certain number of Portuguese 
factors, whose large capital had given them 
influence over the minds of persons in autho- 















rity, had been the only persons actively pro- 
moting it, so that the interest in favour of the 
trade in Brazil might be considered altogether 
factitious, and not the result of any national 
feeling. There had been in the course of the 
last few years, a powerful, active, intelligent 
anti-slavery party growing up in Brazil, ac- 
knowledged by the government, supported by 
newspapers, and having representatives in the 
parliament of Brazil. The result of all this 
was, the Brazilian government had lately em- 
ployed several cruisers to co-operate with the 
British in seizing slave traders on the coast, 
and destroying barricoons there. It had fur- 
ther released a number of slaves who had been 
carried inland, and dispersed among the plan- 
tations, and several persons engaged in the 
slave trade there, whom, as foreigners, that 
government had not been able efficiently to 
deal with in any other way, had been banish- 
ed. He had heard from very good authority, 
that a great number of Portuguese hitherto en- 
gaged in the Brazilian slave trade had retired 
from their business; no fewer than 140 such 
previously settled in Brazil, and engaged in 
that trade, had been named to him by our 
consuls in Portugal, as having returned and 
invested their capital in legitimate traffic, 
utterly despairing of the future success of the 
slave trade. A British naval officer, lately 
from Brazil, had informed him that one slave 
merchant alone—a member of the Fonesca 
family—had lost in consequence of the late 
active operations, no fewer than eighty-one 
vessels, each of the estimated valve of £2500. 
It might at once be judged how severe a blow 
the combined squadrons had inflicted upon the 
trade, when one individual engaged in it had 
alone lost nearly £200,000. He had been 
credibly informed, that £1,200,000 floating 
capital in Brazil, previously engaged in the 
slave trade, have been lately withdrawn from 
that pursuit. The other day, the Brazilian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—the Baron Olinda 
—declared in the Brazilian parliament, that 
he considered the slave trade as practically at 
an end, as extinguished by the universal voice 
of all civilized nations, and he explained the 
demoralization and the pernicious effect which 
the slave trade had occasioned in that respect ; 
for every one knew the degree in which that 
terrible pestilence, imported not long since into 
Brazil from Africa had destroyed the popula- 
tion along the coast, including in its ravages 
many persons of wealth and consideration.— 
Thus, then, both in Africa and in Brazil, the 
origin and the main destination of the slave 
trade, had that trade become almost extin- 
guished.” 

“That this suppression would be permanent, 
he had the most confident anticipations, pro- 
vided that the watchfulness of the preventive 


squadrons, under the zealous supervision of 


public opinion here and elsewhere, was pre- 
served for some time yet—and he was confi- 
dent therein upon what he believed to be sound 
reasoning.” 

In Africa, Lord Palmerston said the native 
chiefs who had betaken themselves to the le- 
gitimate traffic were finding out the fact that 
‘it was more profitable to themselves than the 
slave trade. Civilization too, was there doing 
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its great work ; and the missionaries, no longer 
impeded by the jealous prejudices of the chiefs, 
were now diffusing, more widely and more 
effectively, the light and the blessings of 
Christianity, with all its attendant blessings. 

A letter from an American officer connected 
with the African squadron, written last May, 
and published in the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
corresponds with the views taken of this sub- 
ject by Lord Palmerston. He says: * When 
| was ordered to this station I thought, like a 
great majority of persons, that the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade by cruisers was impos- 
sible, and I ridiculed the very idea—but 
eighteen months and observation have con- 
vinced me tothe contrary. We are now about 
to leave the coast for St. Helena on our way 
to Porto Praya, with the gratifying knowledge 
that the slave trade is at its lowest ebb—more 
completely broken up than it has ever before 
been.” The same writer also states his opin- 
ion, {that colonization is the surest way of 
effectively suppressing this traffic. 

Every true-hearted philanthropist will re- 
joice to learn of the success which has thus 
far crowned the efforts which have been made 
to suppress this inhuman traffic. It has now 
been restricted within comparatively narrow 
limits and strong hopes are excited, by what 
has been accomplished, that the day of its 
entire extinction may not be far distant.— 
Boston Journal. 

———————— 


, For ‘* The Friend.” 
THOMAS BULMAN, 


(Continued from page 45.) 


By the gradual unfoldings of the light of 


Christ in his conscience, the mind of Thomas 
Bulman was prepared to see more fully the 
spirituality of the Gospel dispensation, and to 
own and suffer for the support of some of those 
precious testimonies, which the Lord called 
our worthy ancient Friends to maintain. The 
obligation to uphold these in all their fulness 
has not lessened, and as neglect or disobedi- 
ence tends to dim the spiritual vision and leads 
to doubting and even denying, so on the 
other hand, the obedient heart, finds the truth 
of the declaration, ‘In thy light, we shall see 
more light.” His faithfulness to the discove- 
ries of the measure of Divine Light with which 
he was favoured, prepared the way for further 
revelations of the Lord’s will; and an increase 
of living faith which wrought by love to the 
purifying of the soul. His biographer re- 
marks : 

** Thomas Bulman’s faith had now become 
strong in the promise of the Most High to his 
church, ‘ All thy children shall be taught of 
the Lord ;’ and in that of Christ, that the Spirit 
of Truth should guide his disciples into all 
truth. By attention to the convictions and 
openings of this Spirit, he had been awakened 
to a sense of the sinfulness of sin and to his 
need of a Saviour, had been given to feel the 
mercy of God in his dear Son to repenting 
sinners, and had been led onward in the way 
of holiness; and in the further manifestations 
of the Spirit he was now given to perceive the 
contrariety of the ministry of the Episcopal 
Church, in its appointment, monopoly, autho- 





















rity, exercise and support, to the example of the 
primitive church, and the principles and pre 


cepts of Christ and his apostles ; and he felt it 


laid upon him of the Lord to refuse an active 


compliance with the unrighteous laws of the 


land enjoining the payment of tithes for the 
support of this ministry. On this subject he 
writes :— 


“21st of Seventh month, 1777. This was 


a day of great exercise of mind with me on 
account of tithes. 


self, and note down a few particulars to help 


| may just unbosom my- 


me in time to come, that | may return praise 


to my heavenly Father for his preserving 


hand and fatherly care over me. I could not 
pay tithes to support a ministry which I be- 
lieved was not according to Scripture. My 
father and brother were very zealous for ‘ The 


church, as they called it, and would not by 
any means forbear rendering to the priest 


what they esteemed his dues. This made my 
burden the heavier, as 1 had no horse of my 


own, but was obliged to borrow from them to 


lead home my crop. My father desired me to 
go to tell the priest to come and take the tithe 
hay ; this I refused to do, and told him plainly 
I could neither do so, nor send any other per- 
son On that errand; so he went himself: and 
when about to lead the hay from the field, 
my brother would load the carts himself, to 
prevent my taking that set out for the tithe, 
away with the rest; and he said the man and 
I should take the other into the house. This 
being the case, I thought I might have been 
excused from further trouble. Oh this flesh, 
how unwilling to suffer! But this would not 
do ; my burden still remained, and my life was 
bitter, 1 knew that in the place where I lived, 
there were none who refused to pay tithes for 
conscience’ sake but myself, but [ felt con- 
strained to be faithful to the testimony given 
me to bear; and [ durst not omit using the 
utmost of my endeavours to be faithful to my 
duty. Iwas encouraged by the fatherly in- 
structions of my friend, Thomas Blair, of Sol- 
port, to keep to the inward light and power 
of the Spirit which was able to carry me 
through exercises which nothing else could 
do. Thus encouraged, I gathered strength 
and firmly resolved not to charge my con- 
science with any fear of man. | told my bro- 
ther my trouble, and desired he would bring 
away that left for tithe with the rest, for I 
could not wrong my conscience by leaving it. 
My brother however entirely refused, saying, 
I should not load it; neither would he suffer 
any one to load it on his horse, and he used 
some arguments trying to prove the lawful- 
ness of the priest having the tithes. Finding 
I could not prevail without violence, | came 
away, and found myself clear and my mind 
at peace. My heavenly Father, I believe, 
accepted the will for the deed. 

“«O the goodness of God! who can fully set 
it forth? Who can worthily magnify his holy 
name? Marvellous are his condescensions to 
such a poor unworthy creature as | am. See 
how he gathers his lambs in his arms! Who 
ever trusted in him and was deceived? Now 
[ am on the banks of deliverance, will I sing 
to my Well-beloved a song. He hath brought 
me out of the mire and clay, and set my feet 
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upon a rock ; he hath ordered and established {the crumbs that fall from the children’s table. Redeemed from lawfal and unlawful self, 
my goings; he hath put a new song in my | Now, dear Friends! let the secret breathing of ae eee tadeet ie — prepared 
mouth, even of praise and thanksgiving; he|every sincere heart be unto the Lord for me, | 4 sae Compesien with Eternal Good 
hath given me the oil of joy for mourning, |viz., for my preservation ; that when | have| A fellowship celestial while below— 
and the garment of praise for the spirit of|put my hand to the plough, 1 may not look | The certain earnest of immortal bliss! 
heaviness; but I am not able to impress these | back and incur the displeasure of God, and | Thy only wish, to hear, and to obey 
feelings on the minds of my friends according | he pronounce me unfit for the kingdom of hea- The ented mandate, and supreme decree 

S m , , Of Him who calls for purity and peace. 
to the flesh, and they cannot share with me in| ven. ‘Time and paper would fail me todeclare} Here stop my pen—This fainter sketch forbear 
my joy. all the dealings of God with my soul, but by | Of what their retrospective virtues teach,— 

“ The brother mentioned in the preceding these few broken hints, you may see what is Their os es thus address mankind : 
memorandum afterwards became much en-|the desire of the unworthy writer, Oot GENS, Caer Cantey, new ke yest 
lightened on the subject of ‘Tithes, and though Tuomas Burman.” 
he did not become a Friend, he rejoiced in (To be continued.) 


Our souls released from earth’s penurious soil, 
Are gone to enjoy the liberty they loved ; 

seeing his brother bear a faithful testimony 

against tithes, 















































































That full fruition of triumphant joy 

For which we laboured in our militant state. 
Mourn not for us—the living claim your tears ! 
Weep for those dead in trespass and in sin! 
Tread the same steps which centered us in rest. 
By good example call to the supine ; 

The young encourage, animate the weak, 

Comfort the mourners, strengthen those who faint, 
That Sion thus may shake herself, and shine 
With the bright lustre of her ancient days.” 





For ‘*The Friend.” 
Samuel Fothergill, William Hont and John 
Woolman, 


Lines to the Memory of Samuel Fothergill, 
William Hunt, and John Woolman. 


Written 1772. 


Whence, oh my friend, that sadly pensive sigh ? 
Whence those descending sympathetic tears? 
Has thy firm bosom met some adverse shock ? 
Or dost thou feel another’s secret woe? 
—No: ’tis a general, universal grief 
That swells thy bosom with augmenting pangs! 
Thou mourn’st for Zion, mourns the church’s loss, 
By the removal of her valiant sons— 
For who can view her stately pillars gone, 
Those firm supports of virtue’s weighty dome, 
And not unite in tributary tears ? 
No more a Fothergill with Truth’s bright shield 
Maintains the dignity of Christian zeal ; 
No more he shines the mirror of the good, 
The noble standard of accomplished man ! 
Whate’er of great the moralist can boast, 
Whate’er superior grace religion gives, 
In him portrayed a finislted character. 
With what persuasive nervous eloquence, 
His lips have uttered this endearing call, 
“ Ye rising youth, the hope of future years, 
You who have felt the cords of heavenly love 
To draw and disengage you from the world, 
Keep near that quick’ning vivifying power 
Which freed from bondage Israel's favour’d sons! 
So shall you grow, to glad parental love, 
And stand as warriors in defence of Truth ! 
On you the important cause must soon devolve, 
Oh, be ye faithful, upright, and sincere.” 
No more he speaks; his flowing periods cease ! 
No more he lights devotion’s sacred flame ! 
No longer warms and aids the ascending soul 
To scale the altar whence his virtues flowed; 
For all proceeded from the throne of Grace ; 
His light, his love, his ardent charity, 
Were but the emanations of that Sun 
Whose rays diffusive are the Christian’s strength, 
His bow, his battle-axe, his only hope. 


“ When Thomas Bulman believed the time 
had come at which he ought to request ad- 
mittance into membership with Friends, he ad- 
dressed the following letter to Carlisle Month- 
ly Meeting : 

“Irthington, 18th of Eighth mo., 1777. 

“Many have been the impressions of my 
mind to request my admittance into member- 
ship with Friends, but now it appears with 
solemn weight. As Paul said, the love of God 
constrained him to preach, so has it constrained 
me to request this. I trust that in degree, the 
same love has enabled me to take up the cross, 
not only outwardly, but likewise in renouncing 
my own will, which is contrary to the will of 
God, and to let his willbe my law. Glory be 
to his name, which is as ointment poured forth; 
it is of his abundant loving kindness, and of 
his free mercy that he hath visited my soul 
with the dayspring from on high ; not for any 
works which I have done. So, if I may, I 
desire to be one with you, as | hope some of 
you are one with Christ, or at least right dear 
in his sight. 1 have renounced all fellowship 
with others, and am clearly convinced this is 
the most spiritual and divine way of worship. 
Blessed be God! since I first gave up to re- 
quest this, oh, the sweet enjoyments I have 
had under his wing! I have at seasons been 
under the shadow of his wing with great de- 
light, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 
Glory and honour be to his name! for he is 
giving me victory over my besetting sins, and 
will, L trust, lead me on from one degree of 
grace to another, till he hath perfected in me 
that which is lacking. He is giving me to see 
I have no continuing city here, but that I must 
seek one to come, eternal in the heavens, 
whose builder and maker is God. The Scrip- 
tures which were to me as a sealed book, are 
now, in measure, opened unto me, and [ see 
many of the promises belong even unto me, 
That principle or Spirit, which first condemn- 
ed me for sin, has now turned to be my com- 
forter. Oh, how many refreshing times and 
seasons have I enjoyed under this holy and 
divine guide! Dear Friends! itis to you that 
I direct this, who rejoice to see Zion prosper, 
and Jerusalem a praise, and who sigh and 
mourn because of the iniquities of the land. 
If, unworthy as [ am, I may be in union and 
communion with you, and rejoice with those 
that rejoice, and weep with those that weep, 
and so fulfil the law of love, well ; but if nol, | +7*was thine the painful, thorny path to tread ; 
then may I be permitted to enjoy with free|*Pwas thine to bear a Saviour’s dying cross! 
liberty, which | now do, as it were to eat of | Redcemed from earth, and earth’s perplexing cares, 


Samuel Fothergill died at his house in War- 
rington, on the 15th of the Sixth month, 1772, 
in the fifty-seventh year of his age, and the 
thirty-sixth of his ministry. Near his close, 
he said, “| have laboured whilst I was able, 
and it is now my comfort. It is not only the 
washing of regeneration, but the renewing— 
the renewing—the renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
that makes men and women for God.” “If 
| be now removed out of the church militant, 
where | have endeavoured in some measure to 
fill up my duty, I have an evidence that I shall 
gain an admittance into the glorious church tri- 
umphant, far above the heavens.” The print- 
ed memorial respecting him, says: “ His 
ministry at times went forth as a flame, 
often piercing into the inmost recesses of dark- 
ness and obduracy; yet descended like dew 
upon the tender plants of our heavenly Father’s 
planting ; with these he travailed in deep sym- 
pathy of spirit. His Gospel labours being 
free from all affectation, he in this respect 
commanded reverence. He proposed to the 
people no ‘cunningly devised fables ;’ but, full 
of charity, he skilfully divided the word aright ; 
speaking whereof he knew, and what his own 
hands had handled of the good word of life.” 

William Hunt, from N. Carolina, and John 
Woolman, from New Jersey, were at this time 
in England, on an errand of Gospel love to the 
churches ; and in less than three months from 
the time of S. Fothergill’s death, these digni- 
fied ministers and servants of the Lord were 
also gathered to their glorious rest. In a 
letter written by Doctor Fothergill to his 
brother Samuel, dated London, Sixth month, 
1771, he says, “ A public Friend from North 
Carolina is arrived; his name William Hunt. 
| have an acceptable account of him from T. 
N. and J. Pemberton ; he intends to visit the 
nation, and has got a safe retreat, at John 
Elliov’s.” And during the Yearly Meeting at 
London, Sixth month, 1772, on again writing 
to his brother, he says: “The American 
Friends help us much. John Woolman is 
solid and weighty in his remarks; he has 
some singularities, but his real worth out- 
weighs them.” On the 13th of Ninth month, 
1772, John Woolman notes in his journal: 
* At this place (Richmond), | heard that my 
kinsman William Hunt, who was in this coun- 


Nor less revered the memory of Hunt, 
That noble veteran in his Master’s cause, 
Who greatly left his wife, his native land, 
With every pledge that renders life most dear, 
To purchase that best gift—a peaceful mind. 
You, who with him have oft retired to sit 
In inward silence, awful and profound, 
Beneath the shades of Sinai’s cloudy top, 

To wait the unfoldings of mysterious love, 
You only know the deep and ardent travail 
Of his mind ; his sympathetic mind, 

In fellow-labouring lent, a secret strength 
With yours’ uniting, raising light and life. 


And thou, oh Woolman, venerable seer 
Art highly worthy of the plaintive lay ; 
In thee, the astonished gazing world admir’d, 
What this degenerate age can rarely boast, 
A faithful follower of a suffering Lord! 


| 
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try ona religious visit, departed this life on the 
9th instant, of small-pox, at New Castle. He 
appeared in the ministry when a youth; and 
his labours therein were of good savour, He 
travelled much in that work in America, | 
once heard him say in public testimony, that 
his concern was (in that visit) to be devoted 
to the service of Christ so fully, that he might 
not spend one minute in pleasing himself. 
Which words, joined with his example was 
a means of ‘stirring up the pure mind in 
me.’ ” 

The printed memorial of William Hunt says, 
“ He was a man of sound judgment, quick of 
apprehension, and deep in religious experi- 
ence ; and although he was only in the thirty- 
ninth year of his age, yet such was his expe- 
rience and stability, that he stood as an elder 
and a father in the church, worthy of double 
honour.” Upon his death-bed, he remarked, 
**Oh! the wisdom! the wisdom and goodness, 
the mercy and kindness [of the Lord] has ap- 
peared to me wonderful, and the further and 
deeper we go, the more we wonder. I have 
admired since I was cast upon this bed, that 
all the world does not seek after the Truth, it 
so far transcends all other things.” 

Soon afier John Woolman had written as we 
have mentioned, respecting his kinsman William 
Hunt, he was himself taken ill of the same fear- 
ful disease, and died on the seventh day of the 
Ninth month, 1772, aged near 52 years. Dur- 
ing his illness he lifted up his heart in supplica- 
tion thus: “O Lord, it was thy power that en- 
abled me to forsake sin in my youth; and | have 
felt thy bruises for disobedience; but as I bowed 
under them ‘Thou didst heal me, continuing a 
Father and a friend to me. I feel thy power 
now, and | beg that in the approaching trying 
moment Thou wilt keep my heart steadfast 
unto thee.” The memorial of him says, ‘ His 
ministry was sound, very deep and penetra- 
ting, sometimes pointing out the dangerous 
situation which indulgence and custom leads 
into; frequently exhorting others, especially 
the youth, not to be discouraged at the diffi- 
culties which occur, but press after purity. 
He often expressed an earnest engagement 
that pure wisdom should be attended to, which 
would lead into lowliness of mind and resig- 
nation to the Divine will, in which state small 
possessions here would be sufficient.” 

We feel a warm and earnest desire for our 
dear young people of the present day, that 
they may not be too “ much discouraged at 
the difficulties which surround them;” but that 
they may “ press after purity.” \t was the 
Grace of God that made these men valiants in 
the Lamb’s army ; and that grace is undimin- 
ished ; and freely offered to all, through our 
blessed Redeemer. And by being faithful to 
its blessed monitions in the heart, it will enable 
its possessors to become valiant in the same 
precious cause which is dignified with immot- 
tality and crowned with everlasting life. We 
would therefore persuade the visited children 
of our compassionate heavenly Father to"keep 
an eye single to Him, and not be too much 
troubled about the difficulties by which they 
are surrounded, but be “faithful in little 
things ;” paying diligent heed to little scruples 
raised in their own minds by the all-detecting 


witness for Truth. Thus they will by little 
and little grow stronger and wiser in the 
Lord’s holy fear, and become quick of under- 
standing in what He requires at their hands. 
May they also be very careful not to let in the 
suggestions of the Evil One, when he would 
fain persuade them that the Lord has forgotten 
to be gracious to us as a people. It is our 
own sins that are correcting us, and our back- 
slidings that are reproving us; and when He 
who will not give his glory to another, nor 
his praise to graven images, has turned, over- 
turned, overturned and cast out of our camp 
the Babylonish garments, the shekels of silver, 
and the wedges of gold, which have stolen our 
hearts from Him, and robbed Him of his hon- 
our; and has humbled us as at the waters of 
Meribah, He will again raise up a people of a 
pure language, to show forth his praise; 
“speaking the truth in their hearts,” as 
our early Friends did ; instead of putting on a 
mock courtesy, and indulging in the brilliant 
dissimulations of the present day. Oh the 
change that has gradually come over our 
highly favoured Society in this respect, by 
conforming to the spirit and maxims of this 
world! Our beloved Daniel Wheeler writes in 
his journal : “ The minds of too many of our 
young people have become so much dazzled 
with the glare of creaturely activity and ex- 
citement, as to have little relish for the plain, 
but incontrovertible truths of the Gospel in 
their primitive purity. O! the beguiling influ- 
ence of human wisdom / how doth it corrupt 
from the simplicity that is in Jesus: it strikes 
at the very life of spiritual Christianity.” 
* There is a spirit that has gone out into our 
camp that is splendidly delusive,” said S. 
Fothergill. But blessed be our God His power 
is over all; and out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings he has ordained strength. 
Ss. 





Religion is the fear of God, and its demon- 
stration good works; and faith is the root of 
both: “for without faith we cannot please 
God ;” nor can we fear what we do not be- 
lieve. 


For “ The Friend.” 


What was the Religion of Fox and Barclay. 


The opening of a store in this city for the 
sale of Friends’ works, furnishes the opportu- 
nity for procuring some of their most valuable | 
and instructive writings at a very reduced 
price. George Fox’s Journal, Robert Bar- 
clay’s Apology, and a few smaller works, have 
been stereotyped, and are sold at little over the 
cost of paper, presswork and binding, which 
is much less than half the cost they were for- 
merly charged at in this city. Many are 
familiar with those two names, and some per- 
haps pretty well acquainted with the Journal 
and the Apology; but from the great flood of 
new publications constantly pouring forth from 
the press, and the time and attention given to 
new works, we apprehend that even many 
consistent Friends are too little conversant 
with the deeply instructive matter contained in 
them ; and that the rising generation not see- 





ing such works on the centre-tables, or in their 
parents’ book-cases, know little or nothing of 
them. 

George Fox’s Journal not only contains 
a practical exposition of the nature and the 
efficacy of the regenerating religion of the 
New Testament dispensation, but is an enter- 
taining history of one of the most ext:aordi- 
nary men that has appeared in christendom, 
since the apostacy from primitive Christianity. 
The gradual unfoldings upon his mind, both 
of the errors into which the visible church had 
fallen, and of the pure doctrines and practices 
which the Gospel of Christ inculcates, and as 
itis obeyed leads into, make the journal a 
most valuable compend of divine truths and 
deep Christian attainments, calculated to im- 
press the inquiring mind with a reverence of 
the mercy and condescension of the Lord to 
his creatures, and to inspire a high regard for 
the power and the adaptation of the religion of 
the Lord Jesus to the wants of fallen, depend- 
ent man, made a little lower than the angels, 
and when restored to the image of God, crown- 
ed with glory and honour. We would recom- 
mend the journal to our young Friends, as a 
work in which they would find much to inter- 
est and instruct them in our religious faith. 

In one of his descriptions of the long fight 
of affliction he passed through, George Fox 
says: ‘When all my hopes in them [the 
priests] and in all men were gone, so that I 
had nothing outwardly to help me, nor could 
tell what to do, then, O then, I heard a voice 
which said, ‘ There is one, even Christ Jesus, 
that can speak to thy condition.” When I 
heard it, my heart did leap for joy. ‘The 
Lord let me see why there was none upon the 
earth that could speak to my condition, name- 
ly, that | might give him all the glory. For 
all are concluded under sin and shut up in un- 
belief, as | had been, that Jesus Christ might 
have the pre-eminence, who enlightens, and 
gives grace, faith, and power. Thus when 
God doth work, who shall let it? This I 
knew experimentally. My desires after the 
Lord grew stronger, and zeal in the pure 
knowledge of God, and of Christ alone, with- 
out the help of any man, book, or writing. 
For though I read the Scriptures that spake 
of Christ and of God, yet I knew him not but 
by revelation, as he who hath the key did 
open, and as the Father of life drew me to his 
Son by his Spirit. Then the Lord gently led 
me along and let me see his love, which was 
eternal, surpassing all the knowledge that men 
have in the natural state, or can get by history 
or books.” ‘ When I was in the deep, under 
all shut up, I could not believe that I should 
ever overcome ; my troubles, my sorrows, and 
my temptations were so great, that I often 
thought [ should have despaired, | was so 
tempted. But when Christ opened to me how 
he was tempted by the same devil, and had 
overcome him, and had bruised his head, and 
that through him and his power, light, grace 
and Spirit, I should overcome also, I had con- 
fidence in Him. So he it was that opened to 
me when I was shut up, and had neither hope 
nor faith. Christ who had enlightened me, 
gave me his light to believe in, and gave me 
hope which is himself revealed in me, and 
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gave me his Spirit and grace, ‘which 1 hend | life, both in themselves and in others. They | Lord of hosts, and be answered by him in hie 


sufficient in the deeps and in weakness. Thus | lose their faith in the immediate guidance of| time and way, which are to be waited for. 


in the deepest miseries, in the greatest sorrows | 
and temptations that beset me, the Lord in his 
mercy did keep me. I found two thirsts in 
me; the one afier the creatures, to have got | 
help and strength there ; and the other alter 
the Lord, the Creator, and his Son Jesus 
Christ; and | saw all the world could do me 
no good. If I had had a king’s diet, palace, 
and attendance, all would have been as no- 
thing ; for nothing gave me comfort but the 
Lord by his power. I saw professors, priests 
and people were whole and at ease in that 
condition which was my misery, and they 
loved that which | would have been rid of. 
But the Lord did stay my desires upon him- 
self from whom my help came, and my care 
was cast upon him alone. Therefore all wait 
patiently upon the Lord, whatsoever condition 
you be in; wait in the grace and truth that 
comes by Jesus; for if ye do there is a pro- 
mise to you, and the Lord God will fulfil it in 
you ; blessed are all they indeed who do hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness; they shall 
be satisfied with it. I have found it so; praised 
be the Lord who filleth with it, and satisfies 
the desires of the hungry soul; oh, let the 
house of spiritual Israel say, his mercy endur- 
eth forever.” ‘ Jesus Christ is the way to the 
Father, who in all my troubles preserved me 
by his Spirit and power ; praised be his holy 
name forever.” 

This is a lively description of the new birth 
—the sorrows and sufferings, and temptations 
which the soul passes through, while Satan is 
permitted to exert his strength to keep it in 
the bondage of corruption, and the Lord in 
tender mercy is bringing it to feel its lost con- 
dition, and raising the availing cry for deliver- 
ance. How many there are in our religious 
Society who are taking their ease and delight 
in things which hold the soul in spiritual death, 
and in ignorance of the saving knowledge of 
God and of his Son Jesus Christ, which is life 
eternal. They have the outside show of Qua- 
kers, and perhaps profess their faith, but how 
little do they know of the pangs and the afflic- 
tions which the regenerated soul passes through, 
in being made a fit temple for the Lord to 
dwell in. An ancient Friend now in his 84th 
year, lately remarked in conversation on the 
present condition of the Society, that he was 
afraid we were going back into the things that 
it was in the beginning brought out of,—and 
there is ground for such fears, Even in their 
views of what constitutes the Christian reli- 
gion, many are in danger of substituting the 
form for the power of godliness. They can 
attend their meetings generally, read the scrip- 
tures daily, and live pretty much a moral life, 
occupy part of their spare time in deeds of 
benevolence, and yet be the natural and car- 
nal man still, who cannot hold communion 
with the Father and the Son, and therefore do 
not partake of the bread of life which alone 
makes the soul alive unto God. Such have 
no true belief in the possibility and necessity 
of being made free from sin in this life, for 
they are not in the way to experience it them- 
selves ; and will therefore strive to palliate the 
deviations from the narrow way that leads to 











the Holy Spirit, because they are unfaithful to| These have great need to keep in their watch- 


the heavenly vision as it has been made known 
to them; for where they close their eyes 
against its manifestations, darkness ensues, 
and finally they come to hate the light and to 
speak against it. 

This man of God further describing his re- 
ligious progress, and his faith in Christ reveal- 
ed in him by his Spirit, says: “1 was tempted 
again to despair as if | had sinned against the 
Holy Ghost. I was in great perplexity and 
trouble for many days, yet I gave up myself 
to the Lord still. One day when I had been 
walking solitarily abroad, and was come home, 
I was taken up in the love of God; so that I 
could not but admire the greatness of his love. 
While I was in that condition, it was opened 
unto me by the eternal light and power, and | 
therein clearly saw, that all was done and to 
be done, in and by Christ ; and how he con- 
quers and destroys this tempter, the devil, and 
all his works, and is atop of him ; and that all 
these troubles were good for me, and tempta- 
tions for the trial of my faith, which Christ 
had given me.” “When at any time my 
condition was veiled, my secret belief was 
stayed firm, and hope underneath held me, as 
an anchor in the bottom of the sea, and an- 
chored my immortal soul to its bishop, causing 
it to swim above the sea, the world, where all 
the raging waves, foul weather, tempests, and 
temptations are.” ‘That which could not 
abide in the patience nor endure the fire, in 
the light, I found to be the groans of the flesh, 
that could not give up to the will of God; 
which had so veiled me that I could not be 
patient in all trials, troubles, anguishes, and 
perplexities ; could not give up self to die by 
the cross, the power of God, that the living 
and quickened might follow him, and that that 
which would cloud and veil from the presence 
of Christ, that which the sword of the Spirit 
cuts down, and which must die, might not be 
kept alive.” “ By this invisible Spirit 1 dis- 
cerned all the false hearing, the false seeing, 
and the false smelling, which was above the 
Spirit, quenching and grieving it; and that all 
that were there, were in confusion and deceit, 
where the false asking and praying is, in de- 
ceit and atop, in that nature and tongue that 
takes God’s holy name in vain, wallows in 
the Egyptian sea, and asketh but hath not; 
for they hate his light, resist the Holy Ghost, 
turn the grace into wantonness, rebel against 
the Spirit, and are erred from the faith they 
should ask in, and fromthe Spirit they should 
pray by. He that knoweth these things in 
the true Spirit can witness them. The divine 
light of Christ manifesteth all things, the spi- 
ritual fire trieth and severeth all things.” 

How are the true spiritual feeling and dis- 
cerning wanting among us at this day ! and in 
consequence of it, erroneous decisions and 
opinions bear sway with many who act a pro- 
minent part in some places, and carry cthers 
along with them. But there is a righteous 
seed, though hidden from the eye of the world- 
ly wise, who endure much secret suffering, 
and whose cries, if they keep in the faith and 
patience of the saints, will reach the ear of the 


tower, that they may be in a situation to hear 
what the Lord will say unto them, and to re- 
ceive strength and wisdom to act under his 
direction, that thereby they may be kept in 
his hand, and be made “saviours on Mount 
Zion, to judge the mount of Esau; and the 
kingdom shall be the Lord’s.” 













For‘ The Friend.” 
The Diligent Attendance of Meetings, 


A negligence of this important duty is almost 
sure to be succeeded by other omissions. Un- 
less there is sufficient concern to press through 
considerable inconvenience, or to surmount 
some obstacles in our endeavours diligently to 
assemble together for the purpose of Divine 
worship, there is great danger of relaxing in 
this very essential act of dedication and devo- 
tion. 

Individuals who are unfaithful in this re- 
spect, as in any other, will find that their 
interest in Society will gradually diminish, that 
sublunary things will magnify in their view, 
and that things of the deepest interest to their 
eternal well being, will as assuredly dwindle 
in their estimation. Then the world and the 
things of it, will be apt to take the place of their 
** first love,” and to leave them weak and des- 
titute of that sustaining virtue so necessary to 
strengthen them for their daily work, and to 
keep them alive in Christ, that they might be 
efficient members in his church. 

It will not do to hold up the weaknesses of 
others as an excuse for our own unfaithfulness 
in this respect, as they cannot in the least pal- 
liate our remissness in the sight of Infinite 
Wisdom and Justice; neither are we excusable 
because we may see a devouring spirit in the 
fold. If right principles and order are in jeop- 
ardy from the faithless and designing, how 
much greater is the need for each one to retain 
his place as a pillar in the church, however 
diminutive in his own estimation, and to assist 
a suffering remnant by endeavouring to beat 
his share of the weight and responsibility, 

Before yielding to discouragements, and 
permitting the trials and afflictions of an agi- 
tated and troubled Society todiscourage from the 
diligent attendance of meetings, both for wor- 
ship and discipline, it might be well to remem- 
ber, that the cause of Truth is not exclusively 
our own, to be abandoned at pleasure with 
impunity ; but that it is intrusted to us by the 
righteous Judge, before whom we may shortly 
have to answer to the solemn mandate, “ Give 
an account of thy stewardship, for thou mayest 
be no longer steward.” ‘Then, should we be 
destitute of the oil of gladness which can alone 
be supplied by our blessed Redeemer, and 
which he dispenses to those who faithfully 
suffer for the Truth, and maintain a steady 
devotion to his cause, inexpressibly great in- 
deed will be our dismay. In Society we must 
learn to bear hard things as good soldiers, and 
by no means sufler ourselves to be driven from 
our convictions of right by any influence what- 
ever, remembering that the chastenings which 
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the Almighty permits or dispenses, are need- 
ful for us, and indicate his paternal care and 
tenderness, 

The sufferings which our early Friends 
patiently endured from various sources, tended 
no doubt to the preservation of that unity, har- 
mony and love, so conspicuous amongst them, 
and those who shrunk from those afflictions, 
invariably experienced emptiness and want, 
from a decline of heavenly sustenance and 
virtue. The same results in this day, will as 
certainly follow the same causes. Individual 
faithfulness will produce a living and united 
people, while any who are allured away by 
the decejtfulness of a worldly spirit, or from 
any other cause fall back from their places in 
the church, will seriously wound themselves,— 
ultimately to their own great grief, and to that 
of their concerned and well-wishing Friends. 

State of New York. 


are 


Excessive Drought in Spain.—The princi- 
pal topic of the Spanish provincial journals is 
still the serious effects produced by the long 
drought and extraordinary heat, At Madrid, 
we have now been four months without rain. 
The country is burnt up, and fires, extending 
in some cases over many leagues, are no doubt 
the result of this state of things. A great fire 
was to be seen for hours in the direction of the 
royal park of the Pardo and Colmenar Viejo, 
the appearance being as if a large tract of 
ground had been lit up for an illumination ; 
and a letter from Soria, of the 26th, says that 
a most tremendous fire had taken place in the 
vast pine forest to the west of that place, the 
conflagration having lasted for six days, and 
destroyed everything within a circle of five 
leagues. Great scarcity of water was felt at 
Saragossa, and throughout Aragon, and the 
most rigorous measures had been decreed by 
the authorities to preserve a supply for the 
most indispensable purposes. Prayers for rain 
were again put up at Valencia, on the 25th, 
and were to be repeated on the two following | 
days. The mails from Andalusia, Catalonia | 
and Aragon, are all behindhand, which some 
think astonishing; but the long drought and 
great heat have nearly as bad an effect on the 
roads as heavy rains. The highway becomes 
in mea mass of dust and loose stones, through 
which the unfortunate traveller goes bumping 
along; and the real wonder is, not that the 


for Friends in attendance from other Yearly 
Meetings were read. Epistles from all the 
other Yearly Meetings were read, and also 
one from the larger body in New England: 
a committee was appointed to prepare replies 
thereto. In the afternoon, the printed General 
Epistle from London Yearly Meeting, and an 
epistle from that of Dublin, addressed to its 
own members, were read, and 500 copies of 
each were directed to be printed for distribu- 
tion among the members of Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting. A committee was appointed to settle 
the Treasurer’s account. 

On Third-day morning, the meeting entered 
on the consideration of the state of its mem- 
bers as exhibited by the replies to the Queries. 
After proceeding as far as the fourth query, 
the meeting adjourned. The afternoon sitting 
was occupied in considering the remaining 
queries, and in hearing the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the Meeting for Sufferings during 
the past year. 

On Fourth-day, in the morning, an Address 
from London Yearly Meeting to all the Yearly 
Meetings on this Continent, and a report from 
the Conference in Baltimore, were read, and 
united with. In consequence of Indiana 
Yearly Meeting having proposed the continu- 
ance of the conference, the committee appoint- 
ed to represent Baltimore Yearly Meeting was 
continued, to give further attention to the sub- 
ject: this committee was also authorized to 
furnish Ohio and Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ings with copies of the Report, and to visit the 
larger body in New England. In the after- 
noon, the report of the Committee on the 
Treasurer’s account, was produced ; also the 
report of the Committee continued last year to 
visit the subordinate meetings. By the latter, 
it appeared that a few of their number had at- 
tended the Half Year’s Meeting in Virginia : 
the Committee was released at its own request. 
A short report from the Indian Committee was 
read, in which they mention having been able 
to give but little personal attention to the con- 
cern, and refer to the report made to Indiana 
Yearly Meeting by its committee, which was 
also read ; the subject being under the joint 
care of Ohio, Indiana, and Baltimore Yearly 
Meetings. By the latter report it appears that 
the Indians under care are advancing in civili- 
zation, and that a number of their children are 
participating in the benefits of school educa- 





public conveyances arrive at Madrid behind 
time, but that they do not fall to pieces on the 
road, which occasionally happens. 
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BALTIMORE YEARLY MEETING, 


We have been furnished with the following 
particulars of the late Yearly Meeting in Bal- 
timore, by a Friend who was in attendance, 

The meeting for business commenced on 
Second-day morning, the 20th ultimo; (the 
meeting for Ministers and Elders being held 
on Seventh-day previous.) The representa- 
tives were all present but two. Certificates 


tion. 

On Fifih-day afternoon, after reading the 
returning minutes for those in attendance with 
certificates, the epistles as prepared by the 
committee, were read and approved. The 
meeting concluded, to meet at the usual time 
next year. 





A stated meeting of the “* Female Society of 


Philadelphia for the Relief and Employment 
of the Poor,” will be held at the House of In- 
dustry, No. 70 North Seventh street, on Sev- 
enth-day, the Ist of Eleventh month. 

Tenth month, 1851. 


RECEIPTS. 
Received of Amos Middleton, $6, vols. 23, 24 and 


25. Henry Robinson, agent, New York, for D. Sands, 
$2, vol. 24 and for Edward Healy, $4, vole. 24 and 





25. L.S. Mott, agent, for J. L. Pearson, $2, vol. 22. 
Jehu Fawcett, agent, Salem, Ohio, for J. Whinery, B. 
Antrim, A. Fawcett, and M. Warrington, each $2, 
vol. 24, for S. Stratton, A. A. Woolman, S. French, S. 
Cook, and S. Shaw, each $2, vol. 25, A. Holloway, $4, 
vols, 23 and 24, and R. Stanley, $2, to 19, vol. 26, 
Asa Garretson, agent, Ohio, for B. Michener, $2, vol. 
25. N. P. Hall, agent, Ohio, for N. Cook, D. Binns, 
and W. Hall, each $2, yol. 25, J. Walton, $4, vols, 24 
and 25, and for T. Hall, $2, to 24, vol. 25. F.O. 
Pratt, P. M., for Jacob Haight, $2, vol. 25. Joseph 
W. Hobbs, $2, vol. 25. J. J. Hopkins, $2, vol. 24. 
Isaac Brooks, $4, vols. 23 and 24, W. Procter, $4, 
vols. 24 and 25. T.C. Hopkins, $2, vol. 24, and R. 
Snowdon, $2, to 15, vol. 25. 





Friends’ Boarding-School at West-town. 


The Winter Session at West-town Board- 
ing-School, will commence on Second-day, the 
3rd of the Eleventh month next. Parents and 
others intending to send children to the 
school, will please make early application to 
Joseph Snowdon, superintendent at the school, 
or Joseph Scattergood, Treasurer, No. 84 
Mulberry street. ‘To avoid disappointment in 
case the school should be full, the names of 
those children who have been scholars, and 
have been absent one session or more, should 
be re-entered in due season. 

The charge for board and tuition, is $40 
for each session, payable quarterly, in ad- 
vance. 

Stages will leave the Pennsylvania Hotel, 
North Sixth near Arch street, on Second-day, 
the 3rd, and Third-day, the 4th of the Elev- 
enth month, at 12 o’clock, m. The baggage- 
wagon will leave on Third-day, at 8 o’clock, 
A. M. 

It is very desirable that the children should 
be taken or sent to the school punctually on 
the days designated. 


WANTED 


A woman Friend suitably qualified to take 
the situation of Principal in the Select School 
for Girls, in this city. Application may be 
made to Lindzey Nicholson, No, 24 South 
Twelfth street; Charles Evans, No. 182 Arch 
street; Elizabeth W. ‘Tatum, No. 360 Cherry 
street; or Elizabeth Evans, No. 102 Union 
street. 





Whiteland Boarding-School for Girls. 


The Winter Term will commence on the 
first Second-day in the Eleventh month. 
Those who wish to place children in this 
School, are desired to make early application 
to ; 

YarpLey WARNER, 
Warren Tavern P, O., Chester Co., Pa. 
Ninth month, 1851. 


——<__ 


Maraziep, in Friends’ meeting, at Burlington, New 
Jersey, on the 16th ult., Bensamin V. Marsu, of Phi- 
ladelphia, to Frances, daughter of the late John Gum- 
mere, of the former place. 





, on Fifth-day, the 23d ult., at Friends’ meet- 
ing, at West Grove, Chester county, Pa., NaTHan 
Kite, of Philadelphia, and Hannan, daughter of 
Samuel Harvey, of the former place. 
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